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Abstract: Broadband perfect infrared wave absorption of unpolarized light over a wide range
of angles in an ultrathin film is critical for applications such as thermal emitters and imaging.
Although many efforts have been made in infrared broadband absorption, it is still challenging
to cover the perfect absorption of broadband in the long-wave infrared band. We propose
a long-wave infrared broadband, polarization, and incident angle insensitivity metamaterial
absorber based on the supercell with four rings of two sizes. Broadband absorption covering
the long-wave infrared band is realized by combining four PSPRs and LSPRs absorption peaks
excited by the supercell structure. The absorptivity of our absorber exceeds 90% in the wavelength
range of 7.76∼14µm, and the average absorptivity reaches 93.8%. The absorber maintains more
than 80% absorptivity as the incident angle of unpolarized light reaches 60°, which may have
promising applications for thermal emitters, infrared imaging, thermal detection.

© 2021 Optica Publishing Group under the terms of the Optica Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

The periodic or quasi-periodic artificial two-dimensional structure composed of sub-wavelength
nano-micron arrays provides a powerful and compact platform for light manipulation [1,2]. It can
achieve novel functions that are not available in natural materials, such as near-field enhancement
[3], perfect absorption [4], induced transparency [5], metalens [6], and optical stealth [7].
Among them, metamaterial absorbers (MA) based on a patterned metal-dielectric-metal sandwich
structure have received extensive attention [4,8,9]. Light absorption is an important performance
index of optical devices. The ability of natural materials to absorb incident light depends on their
thickness, and their bandgap limits the response wavelength. In the infrared band, incident light
is either strongly reflected (metal) or completely transmitted (dielectric), and materials with high
absorption are scarce. The MA breaks through the limitations of natural materials and can achieve
perfect absorption of any target wavelength through properly designing its geometric parameters
[9–11]. Its sub-wavelength-scale light field confinement capability and a thickness much smaller
than the wavelength make it an ideal choice for solar energy harvesting [12], thermal emitters [13],
photodetectors [14,15], photothermal switches [16], gas detection [17,18], and thermal imaging
[19,20]. However, the resonant nature of plasmon excitation limits the absorption bandwidth.
Since general MAs can only achieve perfect absorption in a narrow wavelength range, it is still
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challenging to meet the requirements of broadband response in practical applications, especially
in the long-wave infrared band.

The general method to obtain broadband absorption is to use a grating or three-dimensional
pyramid structure with multi-metal-dielectric layers [21–25]. For example, Zhou et al. demon-
strated an Au-Ge multilayer structure that achieves broadband absorption in mid-wave infrared
[22]; Zhang et al. showed a VO2-Ge multilayer structure that achieves broadband absorption in
the visible-near infrared and long-wave infrared bands [26]. However, this solution inevitably
increases the total thickness and the difficulty of fabrication and limits the integration of the
MA on the existing nanophotonic devices. Coplanar resonator design is another solution to
achieve broadband absorption [27]. Using cross-shaped or circular resonators of multiple
sizes can excite multiple localization plasmon resonances (LSPRs) with similar wavelengths.
Resonator and absorption peaks correspond one by one, and several absorption peaks combine
to broadband absorption. However, the absorption cross-section of each resonator is limited,
and the combination of multiple resonators increases the effective period of each resonator,
resulting in a decrease in the overall absorption performance. Our previous work proposed a
hybrid dielectric layer scheme using lossy dielectric such as silicon nitride and silicon dioxide
successfully achieved broadband absorption covering long-wave infrared and very long-wave
infrared [28,29]. The disadvantage of this scheme is that the working band depends on the
intrinsic absorption of the lossy dielectric. It is necessary to add a lossless dielectric between
the resonator and the lossy dielectric layer to overcome the performance degradation at the
wavelength where Im(ε) of the lossy dielectric is too high [30]. The lossy dielectric layer absorbs
considerable part energy of the incident light also limits the application of this scheme to a certain
extent. Overall, this scheme makes the design of MA be challenging and limits the selection of
the dielectric layer.

Here we propose a multi-mode plasmonic resonance broadband LWIR metamaterial absorber.
Firstly, we propose a metal-dielectric-metal sandwich named composite structure that equips
with an array with alternating two-size lossy metal rings. The composite structure absorber
exhibits a triple-peak broadband absorption of long-wave infrared due to exciting propagating
surface plasmon resonance (PSPR) and two LSPRs. Next, we analyzed the influence of the
absorber’s geometric parameters on its performance. Subsequently, we improved the composite
structure and obtained the supercell structure by reducing the distance between four adjacent
rings. This supercell structure has one more absorption peak caused by PSPR than the composite
structure, which achieves broadband absorption covering the long-wave infrared band and exhibits
polarization insensitivity and incident angle insensitivity. The energy of the incident light is
absorbed by the metal so that the dielectric layer can be flexibly selected. Our MA can be used in
radiation cooling, thermal imaging, and other fields.

2. Result and discussion

Figure 1(a) shows the schematic diagram of our proposed MA. The MA comprises a metal plane
bottom and ring array, and a dielectric layer fills in the space. The metal ring array is composed
of two different sizes arranged alternately. The following geometric parameters characterize the
structure of the MA: The thickness of the resonator, dielectric layer, the bottom layer is denoted
by h, d, t respectively, the outer and inner radius of the ring is denoted by R and r, and period is p.
The dielectric layer used here is amorphous silicon, and the metal is the lossy metal titanium.
Titanium and silicon can be prepared by magnetron sputtering or electron beam evaporation.
The upper array can be prepared by existing nano-processing methods such as electron beam
lithography (EBL) and nanoimprinting. We performed a simulation using the Finite Difference
Time Domain (FDTD) method to verify the absorber performance. The optical parameters of
silicon and titanium come from Palik [31] and Rakić [32]. The light is incident perpendicularly
along the negative direction of the z-axis, and the polarization direction is along the x-axis.
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Periodic boundary conditions are used in x and y directions, and PML boundary is used in
z-direction. We set geometric parameters of the absorber as h=100nm, d=620nm, t=200nm,
p=2.4µm, R1=500nm, R2=700nm, r1=300nm, r2=400nm. The total thickness of our absorber is
920nm, less than one-tenth of the central working wavelength. We believe that the results from
the simulation of the periodic boundary conditions here can represent the performance of the
finite array sizes in practical applications because previous work proves that the performance of
as few as 4*4 arrays is similar to the infinite arrays [33].

Fig. 1. (a) Schematic diagram of the structure of the metamaterial absorber, which
consists of a titanium bottom and titanium resonator array separated by a dielectric layer.
Its geometric parameters are: h=100 nm, d=620 nm, t=200 nm, p=2.4µm, R1=500 nm,
R2=700 nm, r1=300 nm, r2=400 nm. (b) The absorption spectrum of the absorber.

The absorption spectrum of the absorber is calculated from the reflectance and transmittance
obtained by simulation, A=1-R-T. The solid red line in Fig. 1(b) shows that the absorber has three
absorption peaks in the simulated waveband, located at 8.16µm, 10.6µm, and 13.1µm, marked
as p1, p2, and p3, and the absorptivity reached 96.5%, 94%, and 97.1% respectively. We also
calculated the absorption spectra of the two sizes of resonators when they exist alone, represented
by blue and green dashed lines. Figure 1(b) shows two absorption peaks in the blue (green)
dotted line. The absorption peak on the left coincides with p1 of the composite structure, and the
absorption peak on the right is red-shifted relative to the p2 (p3) of the composite structure.

To explain the physical mechanism that causes perfect absorption, we calculated the distribution
of the magnetic field at the wavelengths of the three absorption peaks. As shown in Fig. 2(a), the
magnetic field at p1 is concentrated in the dielectric layer below the two sides of the adjacent
resonators, indicating that PSPR is excited [34]. As shown in Fig. 2(b), the magnetic field at p2 is
concentrated under the ring1 resonator on the left, indicating that ring1 excites the LSPR [35].
The magnetic field at p3 is concentrated under the ring2 resonator on the right, indicating that
ring2 excites PSPR. Therefore, the broadband absorption of our proposed composite resonator
structure absorber is caused by the hybrid mode of PSPR and LSPR.

To analyze the influence of the geometric parameters of the absorber on its performance,
we used a single-size ring structure for simulation calculations. As shown in Fig. 3(a), the
inner radius and outer radius of the single-size ring are 400nm and 600nm, respectively, and
other parameters remain the same with the composite structure. We can see that the single-size
structure has two absorption peaks, located at the wavelengths of 8.6 µm and 12.8 µm, which are
marked as m1 and m2 in Fig. 3(a), and the absorptivity are 97.9% and 99.3%, respectively. The
magnetic field distributions at the two absorption peaks are shown in the left part of Fig. 3(c)
and Fig. 3(f). It can be seen that m1 is the PSPR mode, and m2 is the LSPR mode. Figure 3(d)
and (e) show the electric field distribution on the xoz plane and xoy plane at m1, respectively.
Figure 3(g) and (h) show the electric field distribution on the xoz plane and xoy plane at m2,
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Fig. 2. The magnetic field distribution at the absorption peak, (a) field distribution at p1,
(b) field distribution at p2, (c) field distribution at p3.

respectively. Although the electric field is concentrated at the edge of the ring resonator at the
two absorption peaks, the intensity of the electric field at m2 is much stronger than that at m1,
indicating that the two modes have different confinement capabilities to the electric field. At the
same time, we also show the current distributions at the two absorption peaks in Fig. 3(d) and
Fig. 3(g). a positive electrode and a negative electrode are formed at the two ends of the ring
resonator, and the lower dielectric-bottom metal interface included continuous current illustrates
the transmission of electrons at the interface. At m1, the current is unidirectionally transmitted
at the lower dielectric-metal interface, and positive and negative electrodes are formed at both
ends of the resonator(no obvious orientation on the xoz plane). At m2, the anti-parallel current
between the upper ring resonator and the bottom metal formed a loop, which causes the magnetic
field to be concentrated between the two layers of metal, so the first-order LSPR is also called
magnetic polariton resonance (MPR) mode [36].

The influence of the geometric parameters of the absorber on its PSPR can be expressed as
[37]:

λPSP =
P√︁

i2 + j2

√︃
εmεd
εm + εd

(1)

where P is the period of the absorber, εm and εd represent the permittivity of metal and dielectric.
As is shown in Fig. 3(b), the LSPR mode can be explained by the equivalent circuit theory [36]:

λLSP = 2πc
√︁

LC/2 (2)

where L is the equivalent inductance of the absorber, which compose two parts:

L = Lm + Le (3)

Here Lm =
β1µ0d

2 represents the inductance between the resonator and the metal bottom, and

β1 is the effective coefficient. Le =
1

δω2ε0

(︂
ε′m
ε′m

2
+ ε′′m

2
)︂

represents the contribution of drifting
electrons to inductance. µ0 is vacuum permeability and ε0 vacuum permittivity and δ represent
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Fig. 3. (a) The absorption spectrum of the single-size ring structure (inset is a schematic
diagram of the single-size ring structure). (b) Schematic of the equivalent LC circuit for
LSPR mode. (c) The magnetic field distribution in xoz plane at mode1. (d) The electronic
field distribution and current distribution in xoz plane at mode1. (e) The electronic field
distribution in xoy plane at mode1. (f) The magnetic field distribution in xoz plane at mode2.
(g) The electronic field distribution and current distribution in xoz plane at mode2. (h)The
electronic field distribution in xoy plane (right) at mode2.

the penetration depth of the metal. C is the equivalent capacitance of the absorber, which compose
two parts:

C = Ce + Cm (4)

Here Cm =
c1ε0εdA

dn represents the capacitance between the resonator and the bottom, A =
π(R2 − r2) is the area of the resonator, and c1 is effective coefficient represents the effective area
of the resonator corresponding to the metal bottom. Ce =

c2ε0tm2R
P−2R′ represents the capacitance

between the adjacent resonators, c2 is effective coefficient represents the effective area between
adjacent resonators, 2R′ ∝ R − r represents the effective width of the ring resonator.

Next, we calculated the dependence of the absorber’s performance on its geometric parameters.
As shown in Fig. 4, the blue (red) line shows the dependence of m1 (m2) on the period, the inner
radius, and the outer radius of the ring resonator. In addition to changes in parameters shown in
the figure, the remaining parameters are the same as those in Fig. 3(a). Figure 4(a) shows that
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m1 redshifts as the period become larger, which is in line with the prediction of formula (1).
Figure 4(b) and (c) respectively show that m1 redshifts as the inner radius increases, and blue
shifts as the outer radius increases. This is because the equivalent period of the exciting PSPR is
peff = p − k1R + k2r, where k1 and k1 are the effective coefficients, the change in the resonator’s
inner radius and outer radius affects the equivalent period and then causes the position shift of
m1. The red line in Fig. 4(a) shows that m2 blue shifts as the period increases. This is because
the increase in period reduces the capacitance between adjacent resonators, causing the blue shift
of the absorption peak. Figure 4(b) shows that as the inner radius of the resonator increases, m2
has a weak redshift. This is because the increase in the inner radius reduces Cm while increasing
Ce, the total capacitance increases slightly. Figure 4(c) shows a significant red shift of m2 as the
outer radius of the resonator increases due to the capacitance between the adjacent resonators
increasing as the outer radius increases. Therefore, we can manipulate the two absorption peaks
relatively independently. For example, we can simultaneously increase the outer and inner radius
to redshift m2 while keeping m1 unchanged. This manipulation is difficult to achieve on circular
and square resonators.

Fig. 4. the dependence of the absorber’s performance on its geometric parameters: (a)
period, (b) inner radius, (c)outer radius.

Based on the above analysis, we can explain the displacement of the absorption peak
corresponding to the composite structure and the single-size structure in Fig. 1(b). First, the p1
of the composite structure and the left absorption peak of the single-size ring structure almost
overlap. This is because the positions of the left absorption peaks of the two single-size ring
structures are similar, and the composite structure maintains symmetry. For the PSPR mode, the
period hardly changes. Compared with the two single-size ring structures represented by the
yellow and green dashed lines in Fig. 1(b), the absorption peaks of the composite structure p2
and p3 have different degrees of blue shift. It shows that the result of the interphase arrangement
has a significant effect on the LSPR. Due to the composite structure making the distance between
adjacent same-size resonators larger, for the LSPR mode, it is equivalent to a larger period.
This is also the limitation of using multi-size resonators to excite LSPRs to achieve broadband
absorption.

The composite structure in Fig. 1(a) achieves a broadband absorption with three absorption
peaks for long-wave infrared. Despite this, there is still a weak dip between the two absorption
peaks of p1 and p2, making the absorptivity less than 90%. In the previous analysis, we find that
the absorption peak caused by PSPR mode is less affected by the ring size change, so we consider
changing the distance between four adjacent resonators to form a supercell structure with four
resonators to generate a new absorption peak. As shown in Fig. 5(a), the period of the supercell
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structure is 2p=4.8µm, which is consistent with the period of the composite structure, and the
distance between adjacent resonators in the supercell is g=2.2µm, which is slightly smaller than p.
Other parameters keep consistent with the composite structure. Figure 5(b) shows the absorption
spectrum (solid red line) of the supercell structure. It can be seen that the absorption spectrum
entirely coincides with the composite structure (solid grey line) except for a new absorption
peak p4 at the wavelength of 9.3µm, indicating that the slight damage to the symmetry of the
resonator arrangement does not affect the original resonance mode. Here the absorptivity of p4
has increased from 88% to 94.1%. The absorptivity of the supercell structure in the wavelength
range of 7.76 to 14 µm exceeds 90%, and the average absorptivity in this wavelength range
reaches 93.8%.

Fig. 5. (a) A schematic diagram of the supercell structure consists of a titanium bottom
and titanium resonator array separated by a dielectric layer. Its geometric parameters are:
h=100 nm, d=620 nm, t=200 nm, p=2.4µm, g=2.2µm, R1=500 nm, R2=700 nm, r1=300 nm,
r2=400 nm. (b) The absorption spectrum of the supercell structure absorber.

Figure 6(a) shows the magnetic field distribution at the absorption peak p4. It can be seen that
the magnetic field is mainly distributed in the dielectric layers outside of the two resonators. At
the same time, there is also apparent distribution under ring1, indicating the absorption peak p4
is caused by the hybrid mode of PSPR and LSPR. It should be noted that, unlike the situation at
p1, the PSPR here is excited by the supercell. Figure 6(b) shows the magnetic field distribution at
the aforementioned composite structure’s corresponding wavelength(9.3µm). It can be seen that
the magnetic field is mainly distributed under ring1, and the intensity is less than p3, indicating
that LSPR is excited at this condition. Comparing Fig. 6(a) and (b), we know that our supercell
structure breaks the symmetry of the adjacent resonator, which makes the ring array one more
period, excites a new PSPR. The effective period here is less than 4.8µm, and the hybridization
with the LSPR makes the wavelength of the absorption peak quite different from the formula
calculation.

For long-wave infrared absorbers, the energy from the incident light is eventually converted
into heat and dissipated inside the absorber. The form and distribution of heat dissipation are
different for different absorber structures. For example, the heat of the dielectric-metal multilayer
structure is often concentrated in separate layers by wavelength. For MAs, it is usually a local
hot spot [15]. Here we calculated the absorption distribution in the MA using:

Q(ω) =
1
2
× ω × ε′′ × |E(ω)|2 (5)

where ε′′ is the imaginary part of permittivity, and E(ω) is the local electric field. Figure 7(a)
shows the heat distribution at p1. We can see that the heat is concentrated in the bottom on the
outside and middle of two resonators, and ring1. We can see in Fig. 7(b) that heat distribution at
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Fig. 6. (a)The magnetic field distribution at p4(9.3µm) of the supercell structure, (b) The
magnetic field distribution at 9.3µm of the composite structure.

Fig. 7. The cross-view heat distribution of supercell absorber at (a) p1, (b) p2, (c) p3, (d) p4.

p4 is concentrated in the bottom outside of the two rings and in ring1. Heat distribution in ring1
at p4 is much stronger than p1, and there is almost no distribution on the bottom between the two
rings. This is the result of coupling between the PSPR excited by the supercell structure and
the LSPR excited by ring1. Figure 7(c) and (d) show the heat distribution of the LSPR excited
by the two resonators, respectively. Figure 7(c) shows that at p2, heat is mainly distributed in
ring1 and the bottom below it. Figure 7(d) shows that at p3, the energy is distributed primarily in
ring2 and the bottom below it. The metal layer absorbs the energy of the incident light at all four
absorption peaks so that we can choose the dielectric layer flexibly.

Existing infrared devices often work under a larger incident angle, so the absorber is required
to maintain high absorption for unpolarized light within a wild incident angle range. As shown
in Fig. 8(a), when the polarization angle of the incident light gradually changes from 0° to 90°,
there is almost no change in the absorption spectrum, showing polarization insensitivity, which
benefits from the symmetry of our supercell structure. Figure 8(b) and (d) indicate that our
absorber is insensitive to the incident angle. The TM wave and TE wave definitions are shown
in the insets in Fig. 8(b) and (d). We can see in Fig. 8(b) that when the incident angle of the
TM wave reaches 60°, the absorber still maintains more than 90% absorption. For TE waves,
as Fig. 8(d) shows, when the incident angle reaches 60°, despite the depression, the average
absorptivity of the absorber remains above 70%. For unpolarized light, the absorber maintains
an average absorptivity exceeds 80% in the long-wave infrared when the incident angle reaches
60° (Fig. 8(c)), showing excellent angle insensitivity.
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Fig. 8. The dependence of the absorber’s performance on the (a) polarization angle, (b)
TM wave incident angle, (c) unpolarized wave incident angle (d) TE wave incident angle.

3. Conclusion

In summary, we proposed a long-wave infrared broadband, polarization insensitivity, and incident
angle insensitivity metamaterial absorber based on the supercell with four rings of two sizes. First,
we proposed a metal-dielectric-metal three-layer absorber composed of an array of rings arranged
alternately in two sizes. This composite structure achieves broadband absorption of three peaks
in the long-wave infrared band. Field distribution analysis shows that the three absorption peaks
caused by PSPR co-excited by two rings and two LSPRs, respectively excited by them. Then we
analyzed the manipulation of the geometrical parameters of the absorber’s performance. Then
we proposed a supercell structure composed of four rings, which was obtained by reducing the
distance between four adjacent rings in the composite structure. Compared with the composite
structure, the supercell structure excites one more PSPR and has one more absorption peak.
The absorptivity of the supercell structure exceeds 90% in the wavelength range of 7.76∼14µm,
and the average absorptivity reaches 93.8%. We analyzed the energy absorption distribution at
the four peaks and found that it was mainly concentrated in the metal layer, indicating we can
optionally select dielectric. The absorber we proposed also shows insensitivity to polarization
and incident angle. When the unpolarized incident angle reaches 60°, the absorptivity is still
more than 80%. The absorber we designed may have promising applications for infrared imaging,
thermal detection, radiation cooling.
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