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Abstract: Based on the Blade Element Momentum Theory (BEMT ), the inflow distribution of the rotor
of a coaxial rotor system was determined and the aerodynamic model for these coaxial rotors was estab-
lished in this study. Next, the aerodynamic characteristics (thrust, torque and power consumption) of the
coaxial rotor system were measured and verified by the designed test platform. To explore the optimal
aerodynamic layout, the influence of varying the rotor spacing on the system performance in a hover at dif-
ferent rotor speeds was emphatically analyzed. The results show that varying the rotor spacing has no sig-
nificant effect on the total thrust in the coaxial system, however, the lower rotor produces a smaller thrust
than the upper rotor, which is approximately 43. 8%-45. 1% of the total thrust. In conclusion, improving

the collective pitch and blade twist angles of the lower rotor aids in enhancing the aerodynamic performance
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in the coaxial rotor system. Moreover, the area of the actual wake boundary of the upper rotor is approxi-

mately 15% larger than that of the theoretical boundary as the lower rotor greatly restrains the contraction

of the upper rotor's wake. In addition, the aerodynamic layout is optimal when the rotor spacing is 0. 40R

owing to the largest thrust produced by the lower rotor and the lowest net torque.
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Tab.1 Geometry parameters of duct and rotor

Parameter Value
Duct airfoil NACAO0018
Duct inner diameter 386 mm
Duct chord 260 mm
Duct lip radius 3.5 mm
Rotor airfoil NACA4415
Rotor diameter 380 mm
Rotor average chord 30 mm
Rotor No. of blades 3
Rotor hub diameter 30 mm
Rotor blade angle at tip 10 deg
Rotor blade twist angle —20 deg
Rotor solidity 0.15
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Fig. 2 Flow model of coaxial rotor system
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Fig.3 Schematic diagram of aerodynamic experimental

setup
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ed by wake
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S/R r. 7
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0. 40 0.925 0.821
0.45 0.921 0.81
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