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Studied the impact of flywheel micro vibration on a high resolution optical satellite that
space-borne integrated. By testing the flywheel micro vibration with six-component test
bench, the flywheel disturbance data is acquired. The finite element model of the satellite
was established and the unit force/torque were applied at the flywheel mounting position
to obtain the micro vibration data of the camera. Integrated analysis of the data of the two
parts showed that the influence of flywheel micro vibration on the camera is mainly con-
centrated around 60–80 Hz and 170–230 Hz, the largest angular displacement of the sec-
ondary mirror along the optical axis direction is 0.0400 and the maximum angular
displacement vertical to optical axis is 0.03200 . After the design and installation of vibration
isolator, the maximum angular displacement of the secondary mirror is 0.01100, the decay
rate of root mean square value of the angular displacement is more than 50% and the max-
imum is 96.78%. The whole satellite was suspended to simulate the boundary condition on
orbit; the imaging experiment results show that the image motion caused by the flywheel
micro vibrationis less than 0.1 pixel after installing the vibration isolator.

� 2017 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
0. Introductions

With the rapid development of space technology, the space camera with large aperture and high resolution has played an
increasingly important role in the field of civil, commercial, military, and astronomy [1]. However, the micro vibration gen-
erated by the spacecraft, such as the flywheel, the control moment gyroscope and the focusing mechanism, would signifi-
cantly reduce the imaging quality of the space camera [2,3]. The micro vibration of spacecraft is complex with small
amplitude, wide spectrum, which is difficult tobe measure and suppress [4,5]. Moreover, large space camera technology
involves many disciplines, the existing micro vibration analysis technology and suppression measures are difficult to meet
the needs of its development. So the research of the micro vibration analysis method and suppression technology is very
important for the development of high resolution optical satellite.

NASA began to study the reasons for the micro vibration in 1980s, and found that the active parts of the satellite will
cause micro vibration [6]. A comprehensive summary of the disturbance source of micro vibration generated on spacecraft
was made by Eyerman from in 1990, the source of the disturbance is divided into two categories: the internal disturbance of
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the spacecraft and the disturbance caused by the external environment [7]. Laskin and Martin point out that the biggest dis-
turbance source on the spacecraft is the ReactionWheel Assembly (RAW) and Control Moment Gyroscope (CMG) [8]. Accord-
ing to the vibration test data of the reaction wheel on the Hubble Space Telescope, the empirical model is established in Ref.
[9]. Masterson and Miller from MIT, using Matlab developed a set of tools to extract the relevant parameters of the empirical
model from the micro vibration test date, which can predict the disturbance spectrum generated by RWA or CMG under dif-
ferent conditions [10]. The micro vibration response of the RWA or CMG, in a remote sensing satellite which was suspended,
is measured; the result shows that the effect of the noise on the test results is small under this condition [11].

Generally, satellite platform and space camera were developed by different departments, the whole process involves a
number of research units, which makes the study of the whole satellite vibration is more difficult. Aiming at an integrated
design of high resolution optical satellite, this paper focuses on the problem of micro vibration of the flywheel. By testing the
flywheel micro vibration with six-component test bench, the flywheel disturbance data is acquired. The finite element model
of the satellite was established and the unit force/torque were applied at the flywheel mounting position to obtain the micro
vibration data of the camera. Then the results of the two parts are integrated to obtain the disturbance characteristics of the
micro vibration. Based on this, the flywheel vibration isolator is designed, and the performance of the flywheel is tested.
Finally, the whole satellite was suspended to simulate the boundary condition on orbit, the results of imaging test show that
the micro vibration of the flywheel has little effect on the image after installing the vibration isolator.
Flywheel and six-
component test bench
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Fig. 1. Flow chart of the influence of micro vibration on the camera.

Fig. 2. Test site of flywheel disturbance.
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1. Influence of flywheel disturbance on camera

1.1. Analysis process

In this paper, the analysis flow of the impact of micro vibration on a high resolution camera is shown in Fig. 1. Integrated
analysis of the measured flywheel disturbance force/torque data and the flywheel unit sine excitation of the angular dis-
placement REPORT files of the satellite, the spectrum characteristics of micro vibration at the secondary mirror (SM) were
obtained by MATLAB processing.
Fig. 3. Typical response curve of flywheel disturbance in time domain.

Fig. 4. Satellite FEM.
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1.2. Flywheel disturbance test

When the flywheel works normally, it will generate additional disturbance, which will motivate the structure of its first
order mode, and the disturbance signal can be greatly enlarged in the frequency domain. It will cause the satellite structure
appear micro vibration, and also make the line of sight (LOS) of the camera vibration, which will bring about image distortion
and fuzzy [12,13]. The following test was carried out on the flywheel, and the disturbance characteristics were analyzed.

Before the test, the flywheel was installed on the air bearing platform, and then adjusted the level of the floating platform.
The disturbance test was carried out in the ultra-clean environment laboratory. The test site is shown in Fig. 2.

The typical response curve of flywheel disturbance in time domain is shown in Fig. 3.
When the satellite is in the position of push broom imaging in orbit, the flywheel spins at a constant speed [14]. Therefore,

it is needed to analyze the response characteristics of flywheel disturbance when the test process of the flywheel is stable
(such as 20–30 s in Fig. 3).

Intercepted the disturbance force/torque output data when the flywheel spun steady at different speeds, the results
extracted as ⁄.dat files after filtering and the FFT transform, which recorded as A.
Fig. 5. Micro vibration characteristics of SM.
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Fig. 6. Schematic diagram of design principle of vibration isolator.
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1.3. Micro vibration characteristic analysis of satellite

In order to analyze the micro vibration of flywheel based on the flywheel test date, the finite element model (FEM) of the
satellite was established. The definition of the whole satellite coordinates: X axis pointing satellite flight direction, Z axis
parallel to the camera optical axis the Y axis is determined by the right hand rule, the FEM shown in Fig. 4.

The flywheel is simulated by lumped mass point, which is connected with the satellite platform by using the finite ele-
ment model of MPC. The whole satellite FEM model is free from constraints to simulate the Free State in orbit. MPC estab-
Vibration 
isolator sub 

structure

Screw

Bushes Damping 
pads

Connecting 
plate

Fig. 7. Artistical model of vibration isolator.

Table 1
Parameters of vibration isolator.

Name Material Specification/size (mm)

Screw TB3 M6 � 35
Bush TC4 (a6, a8, a16) � (4.5, 2)
Damping pad Metal-rubber (a8, a16) � 3
Connecting plate TC4 190 � 120

Vibration
isolator

Flywheel

Satellite 
platform

Fig. 8. Relationship between flywheel and vibration isolator and the installation position.



L. Li et al. /Mechanical Systems and Signal Processing 100 (2018) 360–370 365
lished in the center of SM, as an analytical study points. Applied unit force/torque at the flywheel centroid and frequency
response analysis were carried. Then we obtain the angular displacement of MPC through post-processing. This result
was generated as Report file to storage, denoted as B, for the subsequent analysis.
1.4. Flywheel disturbance result

Integrated analysis the flywheel disturbance data A in Section 1.2 and MPC response file B in Section 1.3. After 50 Hz high
pass filter [15,16], the micro vibrational spectrum of MPC along the optical axis and the vertical axis is shown in Fig. 5.
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Fig. 9. Micro vibration spectrum of MPC about SM after installing the vibration isolator.
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High-resolution camera in this article requires angular displacement response shouldbe less than 0.0200. As shown in
Fig. 5, the influence of micro vibration of flywheel on this satellite is mainly focused on 60–80 Hz and 170–230 Hz. The max-
imum angular displacement along the optical axis reaches 0.0400 in 171 Hz; the maximum angular displacement of the ver-
tical axis reaches 0.03200 in 64 Hz. It can be known that flywheel micro vibration has a great impact on the imaging of the
high resolution optical satellite. There are three kinds of flywheel micro vibration solutions: vibration suppression, path opti-
mization and camera isolation design [17–19]. In this paper, the vibration suppression design of the flywheel is carried out.
2. Design of flywheel vibration isolator

2.1. Vibration isolator design principle

The flywheel vibration isolator adopts four point support symmetrical radiation type arrangement, and the vibration iso-
lator is a series of double layer vibration damping design, as shown in Fig. 6. The symmetrical radiation arrangement is char-
acterized in that all the vibration isolator sub structures are uniformly arranged on the same circumference plane, and the
two ends are symmetrical. Each substructure has three vertical stiffness; the coupling stiffness of the flywheel damper is
zero. The damper can achieve the isolation system of three translations and three rotation direction of the vibration
decoupling.
Table 2
Angular displacement RMS 1-sigma data with and without vibration isolator.

Flywheel spinning speed
(rpm)

Without vibration isolator With vibration isolator Decay rate

Along optical
axis (00)

Vertical to optical
axis (00)

Along optical
axis (00)

Vertical to optical
axis (00)

Along optical
axis

Vertical to optical
axis

400 0.027 0.028 0.0104 0.0094 61.48% 66.43%
500 0.043 0.041 0.0147 0.0081 65.81% 80.24%
1000 0.085 0.059 0.0282 0.0019 66.82% 96.78%
1200 0.106 0.067 0.0118 0.0109 88.87% 83.73%
1400 0.065 0.049 0.0087 0.0139 86.62% 71.63%
1500 0.123 0.077 0.0185 0.0182 84.96% 76.36%
1600 0.060 0.052 0.0294 0.0247 51.00% 52.50%
1800 0.112 0.069 0.0186 0.0153 83.39% 77.83%
2000 0.105 0.078 0.0139 0.0158 86.76% 79.74%
2200 0.084 0.052 0.0252 0.0052 70.00% 90.00%
2500 0.086 0.061 0.0180 0.0041 79.07% 93.28%
3000 0.058 0.056 0.0057 0.0040 90.17% 92.86%

Fig. 10. Decay rate curve of angular displacement of the MPC about SM after installing the vibration isolator.
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2.2. Vibration isolator structure

The designed flywheel vibration isolator is shown in Fig. 7. The four vibration isolator sub structures are connected as a
complete vibration isolator through the connecting plate, and each sub structure is composed of three bushes, four damping
pads and a screw, where in the vibration damping pad is made of metal rubber. After several rounds of optimum design and
test, the metal wire diameter of the metal rubber vibration damping pad was determined as 0.15 mm, density was 1.4 g/cm3,
compression rate was 20%, and the damping of the damping pad was 0.04–0.01. Parameters of each component of the vibra-
tion isolator are shown in Table 1. The relationship between the flywheel and the vibration isolator and the satellite instal-
lation position is shown in Fig. 8.
2.3. Vibration characteristics after installation of vibration isolator

As shown in Fig. 8, installed the vibration isolator, repeated the working process in Chapter 1.2 according to the analysis
process in Fig. 1. The disturbance data after the installation of vibration isolator was obtained, which denoted as C. Integrated
Light 
source Target Parallel light tube

Suspension 
point

slings for 
lifting loads

Flexible rope 

Satellite

Signal 
acquisition 
instrument

Computer

Fig. 11. Schematic diagram of satellite simulation on orbit imaging.

Fig. 12. Effective pixels of the images.
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analysis C and B by repeating the analysis process in Chapter 1.4. The micro vibration spectrum of MPC about SM along the
optical axis and vertical to the optical axis is shown in Fig. 9.

From Fig. 9, we can see that the maximum angular displacement is 0.01100 at 157.6 Hz along the optical axis, which is
much less than 0.0200.
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Fig. 13. Amplitude frequency characteristic of the satellite after installing the vibration isolator.
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2.4. Comparison of the results before and after the installation of vibration isolator

To further examine the damping effect, the angular displacement root mean square (RMS) 1-sigma data before and after
the installation of vibration isolator are listed in Table 2.

The decay rate curve of angular displacement of the MPC about SM after installing the vibration isolator is shown in
Fig. 10. The attenuation rate is above 50%, minimum is 51% at 1600 rpm along the optical axis and maximum up to
96.78% at 1000 rpm vertical to axis.

3. Imaging test

In order to verify the effect of flywheel vibration isolator, the satellite is suspended and the camera imaging test is carried
out. Test principle is shown in Fig. 11. The satellite suspended at the suspension point through flexible rope sling to simulate
the free boundary condition in orbit. The flexible rope natural frequency is less than 1.2 Hz [20,21]. The target is illuminated
by the light source through the parallel light tube to simulate the infinite distant object, and then imaging through the satel-
lite. The signal acquisition instrument collects the image of the flywheel at different speeds. The computer is used to process
the image collected by the signal acquisition instrument.

The effective pixels (2000 pixel ⁄ 55 pixel) of the images of the camera under different rotating speed are analyzed, as
shown in Fig. 12. The amplitude frequency characteristic of the satellite after installing the vibration isolator is obtained
by Matlab, as shown in Fig. 13.

According to Fig. 13, the amplitude of the camera imaging under different frequencies were less than 0.1 pixel. The image
motion caused by micro vibration had no effect on camera imaging [22], which showed that the effect of flywheel vibration
isolator is effective.
4. Conclusions

(1) The effect of the flywheel micro vibration on camera imaging mainly concentrated on 60–80 Hz and 170–230 Hz, the
maximum angular displacement along the optical axis reached 0.0400 at 171 Hz, and vertical to the optical axis up to
0.03200 at 64 Hz.

(2) Designed the flywheel micro vibration damper, the metal wire diameter of the metal rubber vibration damping pad is
0.15 mm, density is 1.4 g/cm3, compression rate is 20%, and the damping of the damping pad is 0.04–0.01.

(3) After installing vibration isolator, the secondary mirror reference point angular displacement is 0.01100 at 157.6 Hz
along the optical axis, which is far less than the set index 0.0200. The attenuation rate of root mean square value of
the angular displacement is above 50%, the minimum is 51% in the 1600 rpm along the optical axis and maximum
is up to 96.78% in the 1000 rpm vertical to the axis.

(4) The satellite suspended at the suspension point through flexible rope sling to simulate the free boundary condition in
orbit. The amplitude of the camera imaging under different frequencies were less than 0.1 pixel. The image motion
caused bymicro vibration had no effect on camera imaging, which showed that the effect of flywheel vibration isolator
is effective.
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