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The practice and characteristics of peer review of
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Abstract  Purposes By analyzing the practice of international scientific journals the authors summarize its characteristics and
seek some valuable practice to Chinese scientific journals. Methods Some high quality journals and major publishing groups were
chosen as samples which included Elsevier Nature publishing group OSA  PL0oS ONE and Cell. Investigation and analysis were
fulfilled on these samples. Findings Usually these journals have detailed and transparent peer review policies. The peer review
process are conducted by academic editors which make it more efficient. The reviewers” reports are specific and more constructive
for authors to improve their papers. All these and other more characteristics bring it higher acceptance among authors.

Conclusions There are some valuable practices for Chinese journals. To make a set of detailed policies on peer review is
essential. In addition the expertise of editorial board members should be relied on during the coordination of peer review. More
incentive measures to reviewers should be supplied. Of course we can make full use of the relevant policies and guides supplied by
related international organizations.
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